
 

 

 

How Angels Among Us Helps the Brain Tumor Center at Duke 

 Established in 1937, The Tisch Brain Tumor Center was one of the first brain tumor research and 
clinical programs in the United States. Since then, it has become one of the best pediatric and adult 
neuro-oncology programs in the world. 

 Duke has one of the most elite brain tumor centers in the world.  The National Cancer Institute (NCI) 
 

years.  

 Brain tumor patients come to Duke from all over the world for the most advanced treatments. Often 
these are therapies that are not available anywhere else.  

 Angels Among Us is the largest source of unrestricted funds for the Center and the most critical.  
They are critical because they allow funds to be directed where the needs are greatest and the 
research the most promising. 

 

 A researcher has to finish one third of their research before applying for a grant.  So, money from 
events like Angels Among Us gives a researcher the start-up funds needed to move their work 
forward.  Without unrestricted, private support this work may not be done.  So, Angels Among Us 
has made a huge impact on the work being done at Duke.   

 

 One example of how Angels Among Us has made a big impact is the financial support provided for 
the genetically modified poliovirus therapy developed at Duke.   

 

 The CBS show 60 Minutes featured this work 2015 when it introduced viewers to Duke   polio 
vaccine being used to eradicate glioblastomas, which  involves injecting a genetically modified polio 
virus directly into a brain tumor. The virus latches onto cancer cells and activates the body's immune 
system to attack the tumor.  This important work was featured again on 60 Minutes in 2016 in 
double segments reporting several updates, including the news that the FDA granted breakthrough 
status to the treatment. 

 

 Results of this very promising research were recently published in the New England Journal of 
Medicine.  Angels Among Us provided the early funding for this very important work.   

 

 



 It is increasingly important that the Duke brain tumor center receives money from Angels Among Us 
and other events and individuals.  These funds allow Duke to continue to lead the world in the 
development of new therapies and innovative treatment techniques.   Angel Among Us donations 
are used to invest in staff, equipment and in specific research that is being conducted at Duke. 

 

 Angels Among Us is making a difference in developing treatments for brain tumors.  We must 
continue our efforts to raise money to assure that these investigations can continue. 

 

 Angels Among Us is a 5K and Walk of Hope.  It is a day of celebration and hope for patients, friends 
and families whose lives have been affected by brain cancer.  Over 4,500 patients, families and 
friends come to Duke from all over the country to celebrate hope, survivorship and raising funds for 
a cure.  It is a very special day to honor brain tumor patients and their families. 

 

 In 2019, over $2.5 million was raised from patients, families and friends from all over the country. 
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